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Sewer 
System 
Types
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MCUA 
o Perth Amboy (16)

BCUA
o Fort Lee (2)
o Hackensack (2)
o Ridgefield Park (6)
Joint Meeting
o Elizabeth (29)
North Bergen (1)
o Guttenberg (1)
North Hudson AS (8)
North Hudson RR (2)
o Hoboken
o West New York
o Weehawken
o Union City
PVSC
o East Newark (1)
o Harrison (6)
o Bayonne (28)
o Kearny (5)
o Paterson (23)
o Jersey City (21)
o Newark (18)
o N Bergen MUA (9)

CSOs IN NEW JERSEY

CCMUA (1)
o Camden (22)
o Gloucester (7)

Trenton (1)



CSO Program Objective: 
Reduce or Eliminate CSO discharges through 
study, design and implementation of a plan



2015 Permit Long Term Control 
Plan
Three Parts of the LTCP:

2018 – System Characterization

Study the System

2019 – Alternatives Analysis

Investigate the Options

2020 – THE LTCP

         Implementation Plan
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The Eight LTCPs

North Bergen MUA – 
Woodcliff STP 

North Hudson – 
Adams Street

North Hudson – 
River Road

Elizabeth and Joint 
Meeting of Essex & 

Union Counties

Bergen County 
Utilities Authority, 

Ridgefield Park, Fort 
Lee, Hackensack

PVSC Regional 
Alternative and 

Municipal 
Alternative (8 
municipalities)

Perth Amboy and 
Middlesex County 
Utilities Authority

Camden County 
Municipal Utilities 

Authority, Camden, 
Gloucester

North Bergen MUA Woodcliff STP

Upgrades & expansion nearly complete
Wet weather flow will increase from 8 MGD to 10 

MGD
Cost - $23M
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CSO Stakeholder Process

December 2021
Input on Public 

Engagement

Jan 2022
Input on 

Environmental 
Justice

Feb 2022
Input on Climate 

Change

Feb 2022
Input on Permit Metrics

Oct 2023

Public Engagement 
Guidance

Oct 2022

Program Feedback on 
Previous Sessions

Nov 2023

Revised 
Public 

Engagement 
Guidance
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CSO Draft Permit Roll Out

December 2022
North Bergen Woodcliff 

STP & Guttenberg 

March 2023
North Hudson 

Adams St and River 
Road

May 2023
Joint Meeting of Essex & 

Union Counties and City of 
Elizabeth

May 2023
Final North Bergen 

Woodcliff STP & 
Guttenberg 

Nov 2023

Camden Co MUA,  Camden 
and Gloucester

Aug & Sept 2023

Bergen Co UA, Hackensack, 
Ridgefield Park and  Fort 

Lee



TMDLs & Water 
Quality Impairments

A portion of every town has at 
least 1 TMDL or 1 impairment



Highlights from the Renewal 
• New Ordinances

• Privately-owned Salt Storage
• Tree Removal/Replacement

• Street Sweeping Requirements 

• Triannual Sweeping – Every 4 months, sweep segments of 
municipal roads with storm drain inlets that drain to 
surface water

• Annual Sweeping – Every year, sweep segments of 
municipal roads that do NOT have storm drain inlets but 
DO drain to surface water directly or to a stormwater 
conveyance

• Stormwater Program Coordinator Training

• Roadside Erosion Control Program



MS4 Mapping

• Map all MS4 infrastructure:
• Outfalls (receiving surface water name, type of outfall)

• Ground water discharge points (type)

• Interconnections (type into/from, entity)

• Storm drain inlets (type, catch basin present, label present, retrofitted)

• Manholes
• Conveyance (type, direction of flow)

• Pump stations
• Stormwater facilities (type)

• Property boundary of maintenance yard(s) and ancillary 
operations (type)



Phase 2 

Watershed Assessment 
Report

Phase 3 –

Phase 3

Watershed Improvement 
Plan Report

• Due January 1, 2027

• Evaluate stormwater inventory 
and assess improvement 
projects

• Due December 1, 2027

• Select and begin 
implementation of 
improvement projects

Watershed Improvement Plan Overview
Phase 1 

Watershed Inventory 
Report

• Due January 1, 2026

• Inventory of ALL stormwater 
facilities and other relevant 
information



❖ Private stormwater 
facilities*

❖ Outfall drainage area
❖ Interconnection drainage 

area

Resources:
*H & H Database

❖ Water quality 
classifications

❖ TMDL areas
❖ Impairment areas
❖ Overburdened 

communities
❖ Impervious areas
❖ NJPDES Permitted Sites

Watershed Inventory Report – Phase 1 
Permit  section  IV.H.1.d.

Data 
from 

NJDEP

Additional 
Features

WIP 
Phase 1 

Map

MS4 
Infrastructure 

Map



SWU Utilities 

https://dep.nj.gov/njpdes-stormwater/swu_stormwaterutility/



SWU Utilities 

• The governing body of a single 
municipality

• The governing body of a single 
county

• Municipal utilities authority

• Utilities authority  
• County improvement authority 
• Sewerage authority

Who Can Establish a 
Stormwater Utility?

Clean stormwater and flood reduction 
act signed into law in March 2019

Allows formation of stormwater utilities 
(SWU) to collect fees from property owners 
in the service area 
to be dedicated to supporting stormwater 
operations and improvements

The fees reflect an estimation of how 
much stormwater runoff the property 
generates, not based on property tax



Like & follow us:

Bureau of NJPDES Stormwater 
Permitting & Water Quality 
Management

stormwatermanager@dep.nj.gov 

CONTACT US

@newjerseydep @nj.dep

Bureau of Surface Water and 
Pretreatment Permitting
joe.mannick@dep.nj.gov

https://www.facebook.com/newjerseydep
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDEP
https://www.instagram.com/nj.dep/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2C01lO4mVInYzqqwevFvSw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newjerseydep


THE TOXIC POLITICS
OF STORMWATER 

UTILITIES

Your water, your future

JERSEYWATERWORKS CONFERENCE

December 13, 2023
Elliott Ruga, Policy & Communications Director

New Jersey Highlands Coalition



ONCE UPON A TIME…



1930 AERIAL



LAKE HOPATCONG: STATE LEVEL INTERESTS



LAKE HOPATCONG: STATE LEVEL INTERESTS



THE GEM OF THE MOUNTAINS





SUMMER WEEKENDS!







MARCH 18, 2019









JUNE 27, 2019





SOLUTIONS – EMPHASIS ON SOLVING SYMPTOMS



COMPARISON WITH LAKE MOHAWK



COMPARISON WITH LAKE MOHAWK



CAN WE BRIDGE
THE DIVIDE OVER

STORMWATER 
UTILITIES?



Thank You!
Stay Involved! 
Jersey Water Works

www.jerseywaterworks.org                   

info@jerseywaterworks.org



Five Minutes Left



Two Minutes Left



Zero Time Left


