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MS4 Overview
● MS4 = Municipal Separate Storm 

Sewer System

● Based on National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System 
provisions

● New Permit effective January 1, 
2023, prior effective 2018

● All municipalities subject to the 
requirements 

● Reflects a shift toward watershed 
level planning to address water 
quality issues and flooding 



 

MS4 Overview

6 Statewide Basic Requirements
1. Public Involvement & Participation
2. Public education and outreach
3. Construction site stormwater runoff
4. Post construction runoff
5. Pollution prevention
6. MS4 outfall pipe mapping, illicit 

discharge control

Permit Requirements
1. Stormwater Management Program
2. Six SBRs (above)
3. Watershed Improvement Plan
4. Additional and Optional Measures
5. Record keeping
6. Annual report and certification

NJDEP



 

Who are the 
permittees?



 

2018 vs. 2023

● Revised street sweeping requirements
● Required mapping of entire MS4
● Improved municipal maintenance yard requirements
● Salt storage requirements
● Required dedicated stormwater webpage
● Increased training frequency
● Watershed Improvement Plans
● New Community Wide Ordinances

○ Tree protection ordinance 
○ Privately owned salt storage ordinance



 

WIPs

https://gitoolkit.njfuture.org/

● Improve water quality by 
reducing MS4 contribution of 
pollutants to waterbodies 

○ Based on listed 
impairments and TMDLs

● Reduce/eliminate flooding

● Develop final plan with input 
from residents, businesses, 
neighboring towns, other 
dischargers

This process includes three phases 
1. Watershed Inventory Report
2. Watershed Assessment Report
3. Final Plan



 

Public Participation Requirements

● Required in 2018 permit
● Shall implement a Public Education and Outreach 

Program 
○ Focuses on educational and pollution prevention 

activities about the impacts of stormwater discharges 
on surface water and ground water and involves the 
public in reducing pollutants in stormwater 

○ Annually conduct activities that total at least 12 
points and include activities from at least three of 
the five categories



 

Public Participation Requirements



 

Public Participation Requirements



 

Resources & Funding

● Stormwater Assistance Grant: 
https://nj.gov/dep/wlm/grants/swgrant.html 

● Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program: 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/msrp_home.htm

● MS4 Deliverables Timeline: 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/pdf/FINAL-Deliver
ables-Timelines-2023-MS4-Tier-A-Permit.pdf 

● Mapping: 
https://gisdata-njdep.opendata.arcgis.com/ 

● New Jersey Future GI Municipal Toolkit: 
https://gitoolkit.njfuture.org/ 
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https://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/msrp_home.htm
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/pdf/FINAL-Deliverables-Timelines-2023-MS4-Tier-A-Permit.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/pdf/FINAL-Deliverables-Timelines-2023-MS4-Tier-A-Permit.pdf
https://gisdata-njdep.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://gitoolkit.njfuture.org/


 

NJPACT Quick Update

➔ Comments on Inland Flood Protection Rules 
(Phase 1) submitted - GI Committee and 
Climate Resilience Committee co-submitted 
comments

➔ Waiting for enactment of Inland Flood 
Protection Rule

➔ NJ REAL Phase 2 to be released post-adoption 
of IFP Rule



Thank 
you! 

Contact: lsigmund@njfuture.org


